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JLHE most exasperating feature of the whole struggle
was that the King had to fight men who were using his
popularity to strengthen their own hands. They went
about crying that their Protestant monarch was in danger*
They stirred up a cloud of protective sentiment directed to
preserving him from those of his brother's aspirations
which he wanted to see realized. They led the people to
believe that the King's interests were those of his enemies
and that only in Parliament were there safeguards for his
person.

Prorogation and dissolution were alike powerless to stop
the determination of the Commons to exclude James from
the throne. Every time the House met the same bill was
brought in. His Majesty's efforts to defeat it were making
so little impression that most observers regarded his success
as impossible. One sympathetic versifier predicted defeat in
the lines

Thus have I seen a King at chess,
His rooks and knights withdrawn,
His queen and bishops in distress,
Shifting about, growing less and less,
With here and there a pawn.
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